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Claire M. Caterer is the author of The Key & the Flame, an ABC New Voices pick for 2013. She was born in Detroit and raised in the suburbs of Kansas City and has published fiction in Woman’s World magazine as well as in Ellery Queen and Alfred Hitchcock mystery magazines. Today lives and writes in the Kansas City metro area, where she shares her home with her husband, daughter, two dogs, and a host of imaginary friends. The Wand & the Sea is her second novel. 
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How did you get started writing?
It grew organically out of the reading process. I don’t remember a time when I wasn’t making up stories. I loved reading from a very young age, and the more books I read, the more I wanted to create my own.
I started writing book-length manuscripts from about age 10 and had my first short story published at age 18. I have several unpublished novels for adults in my desk drawer, but I realized when I started toying with the idea for The Key & the Flame that I missed writing stories for kids. They’re the best audience in the world.

Which writers have influenced you?
I loved magical stories as a kid. I read just about every kind of book, but those were my favorite. C.S. Lewis, Roald Dahl, E.B. White, J.R.R. Tolkien—these writers didn’t just write fun stories; their prose is gorgeous. They hypnotize readers and pull them into their fictional worlds until the real world disappears. Kate DiCamillo, Lauren Oliver, and Jacqueline West have that talent as well. And of course I’m obsessed by all things Potter.
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How was the process of writing a sequel?
Writing The Wand & the Sea was a very different experience from writing the first book. For one thing, I was working under a deadline, and I’d never written fiction that way before. I didn’t have the leisure to just work on the book whenever I felt like it, and I had only about a year to write it, as opposed to the three years I took to write Key. In addition, I was working hard promoting and launching my first novel. So it was stressful, but I actually relished the challenge of writing this way. I was more focused.

Talk a little about the new book. First of all, why “the sea”?
Each book in the Key & the Flame series centers around a particular element. Key took place in the Celtic season of Midsummer, and it focuses on fire—things start with a bang. In The Wand & the Sea, we’ve moved on to autumn, the season of water, and the holiday of Samhain, which is the Celtic/pagan version of Halloween. Problems and their solutions are a little murkier; things are more complicated. And of course, if you’re taking a journey by sea, it would be criminal not to involve pirates! Those were fun scenes to write, especially the epic sea battle.

Your characters have aged a year since their adventures in The Key & the Flame. What’s changed for them?
Ben, the youngest, has become more sure of himself, more willing to stand up for what he believes rather than just following whatever the older kids tell him. Everett’s journey in this book is largely about redemption, and trying to fix the mistakes he made a year ago. He wants to prove himself. Holly has grown a bit more wordly wise, and she’s definitely feeling the burden of the power she’s expected to wield.

What’s next for you?
I’m working on a project for young readers that’s unrelated to the Key & the Flame series, which I hope to finish up soon. Then I’ll begin work for the third book in the series, which is tentatively titled The Spell & the Stone.
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In the second book of the Key & the Flame series, Holly, Ben, and Everett return to the magical realm of Anglielle. But they find things are not what they expect: The alliance is scattered, their friends are imprisoned, and the dark sorcerer Raethius holds Anglielle in his power. The only hope of saving the doomed kingdom is to forge an alliance with a dubious pirate captain and voyage to find the exiled Adepts. If Holly is to access their power, she will need to master a difficult blend of elemental magicks and survive a perilous sea voyage, despite the dark ship that pursues them at every turn. 
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Praise for the Series

“Exciting from the very first page … one of the best novels I’ve read in months.”     
—Jack & Jill magazine
“Caterer is especially good at creating believable children in all of their human                     imperfections.”   —Publisher’s Weekly
“The Key and the Flame had me giggling, gasping, and on the edge of my seat until the final pages.”   —Tween Book Reviews 
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[bookmark: Contact]For interviews or other info, contact Claire M. Caterer
Claire@CMCaterer.com
913.206.4841

Author Links:

author website (http://www.cmcaterer.com)
Twitter
Facebook page
Goodreads (author page)
Pinterest page
Teacher’s Guide to The Key & the Flame

Reader contact: readerchat [at] cmcaterer [dot] com 



Publicity: Audrey Gibbons
ChildrensPublicity@simonandschuster.com
Simon and Schuster Publishing
1230 Avenue of the Americas, 4th Floor
New York, NY 10020

Agent (subsidiary rights, etc.): Tracey Adams
Tracey@AdamsLiterary.com
Adams Literary
www.adamsliterary.com
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BOOK COVERS

THE WAND & THE SEA Cover: high resolution
(1688 x 2550 pixels; 4.37 MB)

THE WAND & THE SEA Cover: lower resolution
(314 x 475 pixels; 27.5 KB)


THE KEY & THE FLAME Cover: high resolution
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